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CHUDLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 25 April 2018: 7.00 pm: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
1) In attendance: Cllrs. McCormick (Chair), Lillington, Webb, Bushell, Stanyon, Jackson and Underwood. 

Also in attendance District Councillor Keeling and John Carlton (Town Clerk).   
 

2) Apologies:  Councillors Evans, Frost, Phillips and Cox.  
 

3) Declaration of members’ interests: Councillor Webb declared a non-pecuniary interest in applications 
18/00600/FUL and 18/00669/FUL and did not participate in the debate or vote relating to these 
applications.  

 
4) Urgent matters brought forward by the Chair: Councillor McCormick reported that he and Councillor 

Underwood had undertaken a site visit to the land designated for the Rocklands development with 
Councillor Keeling and the Chair of TDC’s Development Control Committee. As the council’s main 
concerns were connectivity and safe pedestrian access to the town the visit had focused on the issues 
surrounding Oldway and Station Hill. He reminded councillors that the outline application that 
received consent in 2013 had required that Oldway be shut to through traffic. Following lobbying 
from the Town Council Linden Homes had submitted an application to vary that condition which 
would allow Oldway to remain open, but with a section of one-way traffic provision. That application 
had yet to be determined. The Town Council had objected to the outline application to close Oldway 
but had supported the subsequent variation application. Highways officers had indicated that they 
could live with any option (Closure, one-way or two-way) for Oldway during a site visit last week. 
However, they had advised that the 100m of road below Lower Trindle was too narrow to meet the 
required standard for two-way traffic given the projected number of cars and pedestrians that were 
likely to use the route following the development of Rocklands. 
Moving on to Station Hill, Councillor McCormick advised that there was footpath provision within the 
development in the direction of the town. The pavement was particularly narrow by Gordon Lodge. It 
was noted that the owner of that property had offered to allocate land to allow the pavement to be 
widened but this would require the demolition and re-building of his boundary wall. TDC’s planning 
team had advised that as the pavement was outside the development there was no requirement on 
the developer to fund improvements. Highways had advised that it was possible to increase the width 
of the carriageway but it would require funding by the Town Council.  
Councillor Keeling felt that the one-way option for Oldway was unacceptable and ill-served the 
existing residents of Oldway. He urged the committee to write to County Councillor Brook asking that 
the application be called-in by HATOC. Councillors were concerned that if Station Hill was closed due 
to an accident the one-way provision on Oldway would leave residents with no route in and out of the 
town. Councillor Underwood advised that he had asked the same question of Highways and been 
advised that it would be straightforward for the police to open Oldway to two-way traffic for the 
duration of the problem. They had also said that if, in the future, it was demonstrated that the road 
being open two-way would best serve the town, then it would be cheap and easy to achieve this. 
There was concern amongst councillors that to ask HATOC to oppose the one-way option could lead 
to a situation where the original closure application would be enforced. There was also concern that if 
volumes of traffic using Oldway increased markedly then keeping it two-way would pose a danger to 
pedestrians. After much discussion, Councillor McCormick proposed that the Clerk should write to 
Councillor Brook asking that HATOC actively support the variation application to make Oldway one-
way. This was seconded by Councillor Jackson and unanimously agreed. (Action point 1)  
Councillor McCormick wondered whether the Council needed to be more assertive in its response to 
major planning applications rather than accepting the input from other statutory consultees. He felt it 
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was worth considering compiling a checklist of what developers needed to provide in support of their 
application to assist the council in tailoring its response. (Action point 2)   
Councillor Underwood reported that Taylor Wimpey, who planned to develop land at Colway Lane 
and Grovelands, had approached the planning officer regarding on-site play provision. They felt 
unable to provide the required on-site play provision due to the topography of the site and had asked 
whether providing section 106 funding for off-site provision would be considered. He had been 
approached by TDC for the Town Council’s views on where such off-site provision should go. District 
Councillor Keeling advised that this had been overtaken by events as the planning officer handling the 
application had advised Taylor Wimpey that she expected greater effort regarding on-site provision. 
This lead to a discussion about whether the Town Council needed to develop a sports strategy for the 
town so that it could react quickly to similar events and be able to state clearly what provision the 
town required and where. It was agreed that this should be discussed initially at the Town 
Enhancement Committee (Action point 3)      

 
5) Public participation: None 

 
6) Application 18/00712/FUL: 6 St Marys Close, Chudeigh:Conversion of loft with addition of dormer 

windows and the installation of a frosted glazed window to the south-east facing elevation: After 
brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise no objection to the application. Councillors asked 
that the applicant be encouraged to install bird boxes as mentioned in the ecological survey (Action 
point 4) 

 
7) Application 18/00600/FUL: 2 Police Houses, Rock Road, Chudleigh: Two storey side extension: After 

brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise no objection to the application. Councillors asked 
that the applicant be encouraged to install bat boxes as mentioned in the ecological survey (Action 
point 5) 

 
8) Application 18/00527/FUL: 6 Lawn Gardens, Chudleigh: Conservatory: After brief discussion it was 

unanimously agreed to raise no objection to the application. (Action point 6) 
 

9) Application 18/00527/FUL: Highlands View, Highlands Park, Chudleigh: Two storey side extension: 
After brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise no objection to the application. Councillors 
asked that the lack of an ecological survey be questioned (Action point 7) 

 
10) Application 17/00699AFUL The Sheiling, Rock Road, Chudleigh: Demolition of existing survey and 

replacement with single-storey side extension: After brief discussion it was agreed to raise no 
objections. Councillors asked that the applicant be encouraged to install bat boxes as per the 
ecological survey (Action point 8) 

   
11)   Correspondence: From DCC: Invitation to participate in public consultation on a revised draft South 

Hams SAC Greater Horseshoe Bat Supplementary Planning Document. Referred to Environment 
Committee. (Action Point 9)   

 
 

The meeting closed at 7.50 pm 
 

No Action Point By whom/when Cleared 

1 Write to County Councillor Brook asking that 
HATOC actively support the planning 
variation application for Oldway to remain 
open but with one-way provision. 

The Clerk  

2 The town council’s response to major 
planning applications to be included as an 
agenda item at next committee meeting 

Councillor McCormick  

3 Sports strategy for the town to be discussed 
at nest meeting of TEC 

Councillor Underwood  

4 Application 18/00712/FUL: Advise TDC that The Clerk  
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the council has no objections 

5 Application 18/00600/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the council has no objections 

The Clerk  

6 Application 18/00527/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the council has no objections 

The Clerk  

7 Application 18/00661/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the council has no objections 

The Clerk  

8 Application 18/00669/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the council has no objections 

The Clerk  

9 Consultation on a revised draft South Hams 
SAC Greater Horseshoe Bat Supplementary 
Planning Document. Referred to 
Environment Committee.  

The Clerk  

 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
Name: Michael McCormick 
Chair of Planning Committee 
 
Dated: 14 May 2018 
 
 


