
324 
 

CHUDLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 23 May 2018: 7.00 pm: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

1) Election of Chair: Councillor McCormick was re-elected unopposed having been nominated by  
Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Underwood. 

 
2) Election of Vice-Chair: Councillor Jackson was elected unopposed having been proposed by Councillor 

McCormick and seconded by Councillor Webb. 
 
3) In attendance: Cllrs. McCormick (Chair), Lillington, Webb, Evans, Jackson and Underwood. Also in 

attendance District Councillor Keeling, Ray Frost and John Carlton (Town Clerk).   
 

4) Apologies:  Councillors Stanyon, Frost, Phillips, Bushell and Cox.  
 

5) Declaration of members’ interests: None.  
 

6) Urgent matters brought forward by the Chair: Councillor McCormick reported that the public 
consultation on the TDC Local Plan had opened and would run until 16 July. The Town Council’s 
response to be considered at the June committee meeting. (Action point 1). He noted that the 
Raynsford review of the planning system had been published. Councillors were provided with a copy 
of the executive summary and details of the nine proposed reforms. Comments were required by 16 
July. He advised that there were 34 Chudleigh residents registered with Devon Home Choice.  

 
7) Public participation: Councillor McCormick was aware that Ray Frost had attended the meeting with 

a view to speaking on the Rocklands planning application. Consequently, he suspended standing 
orders for the duration of item 8 to allow Ray Frost to play a full role in the debate. 

 
8) Report back from the Development Control Committee’s consideration of the application to build 

230 homes on land at Rocklands (17/01099/MAJ): Ray Frost noted that the Development Control 
Committee had, against the wishes of officers, voted to defer the application by 14 votes to two. 
Whilst most of the debate had focused on concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians using the 
Station Hill route into town the deferment was on the inadequate provision of play and leisure space 
on the development. Councillors were aware of the offer by the owner of a property on Station Hill to 
have the stone wall bordering his property moved back to allow for a wider pavement at what was a 
significant area of risk. Ray Frost suggested that the Town Council should write to the Chief Executive 
and Head of Planning asking for this potential partial solution to be pursued. There followed a 
discussion on the history of the application with councillors suggesting that officers had 
underestimated the importance of the highway safety issues at the outline application stage. The 
Chair advised that he had written to the MP expressing concern that it seemed impossible to revisit 
issues within an outline planning application at a later stage in the planning process. After further 
discussion it was agreed that the Council should write to TDC’s Chief Executive asking that TDC enter 
discussions with the owner of Gordon Lodge regarding the re-siting of the wall with the head of 
planning, the development control committee members and the agent for Linden Homes copied into 
the correspondence (Action point 2)        

 
9) Application 18/00909/FUL: 147 Palace Meadow, Chudeigh: Conversion of garage into utility room: 

After brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise no objection to the application.  (Action 
point 3) 
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10) Application 18/00855/FUL: 1 The Square, Chudleigh: Noticeboard and alterations to existing fence 

to enable a disabled access: After brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise no objection to 
the application. (Action point 4) 

 
11) Consideration of the process for dealing with major applications: Councillor McCormick shared a 

draft checklist to be used when the Council was considering major planning applications. Having 
ascertained that there was support for the concept he said that he would refine the document and 
send out to councillors for comment.  (Action point 5) 

   
12)   Correspondence: None.   
 

 
The meeting closed at 7.45 pm 

 

No Action Point By whom/when Cleared 

1 Consider Town Council response to TDC 
Local Plan at next meeting of Planning 
Committee 

Councillors  

2 Write to TDC Chief Executive asking that the 
option of widening the pavement adjacent 
to Gordon Lodge be explored 

Clerk/Councillor 
McCormick 

 

3 Application 18/00909/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the Council has no objections 

The Clerk  

4 Application 18/00855/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the Council has no objections 

The Clerk  

5 Circulate draft checklist for dealing with 
major planning applications to councillors 
for comment 

Councillor McCormick  

 
 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
Name: Michael McCormick 
Chair of Planning Committee 
 
Dated: 4 June 2018 
 
 


