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CHUDLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 20 June 2018: 7.00 pm: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
1) In attendance: Cllrs. Jackson (Chair), Lillington, Webb, Evans, Phillips, Stanyon, Frost, Bushell and 

Underwood. Also in attendance District Councillor Keeling, John Carlton (Town Clerk) and 14 
members of the public   

 
2) Apologies:  Councillors Mccormick and Cox.  

 
3) Declaration of members’ interests: Councillors Jackson and Bushell declared a non-pecuniary interest 

in the item relating to 72 Fore Street and abstained from voting on the matter. Councillor Webb 
declared a non-pecuniary interest in the planning applications for the Bishop Lacy and did not 
participate in the debate or vote.  

 
4) Urgent matters brought forward by the Chair: None.  

 
5) Public participation: Ray Frost spoke about the planning consent provided to Linden Homes regarding 

the land at Station Hill. He noted that during the Development Control Committee meeting that 
assurances had been given by Nick Davies that the authority would look seriously at the opportunity 
to widen the pavement in the vicinity of Gordon Lodge. He felt that this needed to be followed up, 
seeking written assurances that something will be done. Councillor Keeling reported that Nick Davies 
had been required to make his best endeavours to move the wall at Gordon Lodge to allow for the 
widening of the footpath – this to be funded from elements of section 106 funds provided for 
community transport incentives. All of this had been included in the committee minutes. Councillor 
Keeling understood that DCC were currently costing the scheme. 
The owner of the dental surgery then spoke about the proposal from TDC to relocate the practice 
onto land in the car park. She advised that the current practice was too small to meet demand and 
the nature of the current premises made it impossible to meet Care Quality Commission standards. 
She had explored options involving the conversion of domestic premises but the costs involved would 
be at least double that of a custom-built unit. She added that the proposal to relocate to the car park 
would lead to job creation at all levels of the practice. 
Two members of the public spoke against the proposal. Both commented that, from their experience, 
the car park seemed quite fully occupied, particularly in the evenings and at weekends. One member 
of the public suggested that the defunct Rock Nursery site would offer a suitable alternative. District 
Councillor Keeling added that both he and Councillor Evans had received several complaints about the 
proposal. He thought it was imperative that the Town Council resisted any proposal that reduced car 
parking as new developments around the town would lead to even greater pressure on the resources 
available.    

       
 
6) Consideration of proposal from TDC to relocate the dental practice in the central car park, resulting 

in the permanent loss of six car parking spaces:   Councillor Jackson reminded the meeting that this 
was not a planning application but a proposal from TDC and that the only consideration was whether 
councillors considered that the town could afford to lose the car parking spaces involved. Councillor 
Underwood recalled a meeting with TDC officers in 2017 regarding the future of the dental practice. 
Councillors had made it clear then that they supported the relocation of the practice within the town 
(indeed, suggesting several potential alternative sites) but could not accept the loss of any car parking 
provision. He felt that this was even more the case with the town projected to increase in size by 20% 
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in the coming years. Councillor Frost was of the understanding that the Channel View medical 
practice would be open to an approach to add a second storey to their premises. Councillor Webb 
noted the impact of the rain gardens that were currently being constructed in the car park. He 
understood that these would not lead to the loss of parking spaces but noted that they would reduce 
manoeuvrering space within the car park. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to TDC voicing 
opposition to the proposal (Action point 1)          

 
7) Application 18/00473/FUL: Tregenna, Chestnut Crescent, Chudeigh: Single storey extension: 

Councillor Jackson noted that an ecological survey had identified the presence of bats in the main 
dwelling but had concluded that the work to construct the extension would not impact upon them. 
After brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise no objection to the application. Proposed by 
Councillor Underwood and seconded by Councillor Lillington  (Action point 2) 

 
8) Application 18/00668/FUL: 72 Fore Street, Chudleigh: Conversion of dwelling into two dwellings 

(revisiting of decision of no objection taken at full council on 4/6/18) Councillor Stanyon raised a 
point of order saying that that the Code of Practice precluded the revising of decisions within a six 
month period. The Clerk advised that the original decision at full council had been made without 
debate. However, three councillors had written to him within 24 hours expressing concern that the 
decision might have been hasty. In the circumstances he considered it appropriate to give councillors 
the opportunity to decide whether to revisit particularly as the nature of planning applications made 
it impossible to revisit them six months later. Councillor Stanyon moved next business. This was 
seconded by Councillor Underwood. This resolution was passed with four votes in favour, two against 
and with three abstentions. 

 
Councillor Stanyon left the meeting at this point.  

 
9) Application 18/00903/LBC: The Bishop Lacy, Fore Street, Chudleigh: Construction of internal 

dividing wall and restoration of fireplace: After brief discussion it was agreed to raise no objection to 
the application. Proposed by Councillor Underwood and seconded by Councillor Jackson. Agreed by 
eight votes to nil with one abstention (Action point 3) 

 
10) Application 18/00904/FUL The Bishop Lacy, Fore Street, Chudleigh: Change of use from public 

house dining area with living accommodation above into one dwelling: After brief discussion it was 
agreed to raise no objection to the application. Proposed by Councillor Underwood and seconded by 
Councillor Jackson. Agreed by eight votes to nil with one abstention (Action point 4) 

 
11) Consideration of Town Council response to the public consultation on the TDC Local Plan: 

Councillors agreed that they would use the visit of the TDC Local Plan roadshow to Chudleigh 
tomorrow to state their views 

 
12) Chudleigh Housing Needs Survay:  To be carried forward to full council on 16 July (Action point 5) 
 
13) Pre-application visit to Amberley Farm: Councillor Jackson provided a report back from the site visit 

of 18 June. 
   

14)   Correspondence: None.   
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.10 pm 

 

No Action Point By whom/when Cleared 

1 Advise TDC that the Council is opposed to 
the proposal to relocate the dental surgery 
to the car park due to the resulting loss in 
car parking spaces 

The Clerk  

2 Application 18/00473/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the Council has no objections 

The Clerk  
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3 Application 18/00903/LBC: Advise TDC that 
the Council has no objections 

The Clerk  

4 Application 18/00904/FUL: Advise TDC that 
the Council has no objections 

The Clerk  

5 Housing Needs Survey: Take to July full 
council 

The Clerk  

 
 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
Name: Michael McCormick 
Chair of Planning Committee 
 
Dated: 16 July 2018 
 
 


