
Proposed Tree Management Strategy for Trees on Public Open Spaces in Chudleigh 

The trees cared for by the Town Council are inspected regularly by an expert arboriculturalist, as shown in the tree 

management plan which we need to adopt. These inspections are risk assessments and recommendations that are 

made to safeguard the public and property. 

As vegetation grows and changes, we need to have plans that consider  the aims of the Council, and the wants and 

needs of the residents.  In November 2019 councillors and expert naturalists from Chudleigh WILD walked the parks 

and discussed what might be done. The following suggestions are the result of the discussion and have been 

approved of by Doug Pratt, Arboriculturalist. 

Millstream meadow 
1. Remove in turn; Italian Alder and white Poplar, (alien species) and trees growing too large for the site. 

2. Leave the trees on the bank to look after themselves for the foreseeable future 

3. Allow the top hedge to become wider and taller. Planting 3-4 Oaks (saplings from Twin Oaks), with fencing to 

protect from mowing, dogs etc. (grass will need to be removed from around the saplings) 

4. At the brook edge, coppice Hazel and Native Alder. Pollard the Willow, as above in turn, not all at once. 

5. Plant fruit and nut trees at the orchard on the bank at the Cricketfield end of the park. Consider planting a 

Walnut tree. 

6. Ask for volunteers to prune the current fruit trees as well as ant future trees. 

Twin Oaks 
1. Remove Turkey Oak and Ash saplings  
2. Coppice Hazel and Willow as necessary, to form pathways through the undergrowth. 
3. Support Carole Smart in her efforts to develop information boards. 

 
Culver Green 

1. Remove Pear trees or plant a Walnut tree at the northern patch (these may grow large and cast a heavy 
shade preventing vigorous growth of other trees) these can be summer pruned. 

2. Remove Laurel overhanging the wall at the boule piste (this already arranged) Reduce size of other Laurels. 
3. Plant specimen trees on the mound, Native Oak or Small Leaved Lime are possible, with some form of tree 

guard. 
 
Top of Oldway 

1. The whitebeam overhanging the foot and roadway will be cut back (subject to Highways approval) 
 

 General principles 
1. Arrangements will be made with residents to water the trees and clear grass from around the trees when 

they are young 
2. It is preferable for the long-term health of trees, that young trees, whips, are planted. They are also better 

value for money. 
3. Overhanging brambles and briars will be removed two or three times throuhout the growing season when 

necessary. 
4. Ivy will be cut back from walls, the stone grotto, and trees as necessary. 
5. The mowing of the grass will continue to be contracted out, as will the removal of large trees. 
6. As part of the moves to enhance the communities working together, volunteer groups will be encouraged to 

take responsibility, to keep the parks looking as good as possible. 
7. These plans will be reviewed annually or more often if necessary. 

 
There are no plans for Palace meadow at this time, as it still belongs to TDC. We know there are several Ash that will 
need to be removed from this area because of die-back. There will be an opportunity for other planting, particularly 
Small leaved Lime at the Bat Garden, and fruit trees and bushes at the top of north end of the park.  
 
Tessa Frost 
21.01.2020 


